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(ii) Notify the Regional Adminis-
trator, via their VTS, prior to the ves-
sel’s first planned trip in the EEZ, that
the vessel is to resume fishing under
the vessel’s DAS allocation.

(2) Call-in notification. (i) Notify the
Regional Administrator by calling the
Regional Administrator and providing
the following information at least 7
days prior to fishing under the exemp-
tion: Owner and caller name and ad-
dress, vessel name and permit number,
and beginning and ending dates of the
exemption period.

(ii) Remain under the exemption for
a minimum of 7 days.

(iii) If, under the exemption for a
minimum of 7 days and wishing to
withdraw earlier than the designated
end of the exemption period, notify the
Regional Administrator of early with-
drawal from the program by calling the
Regional Administrator, providing the
vessel’s name and permit number and
the name and phone number of the
caller, and stating that the vessel is
withdrawing from the exemption. The
vessel may not leave port to fish in the
EEZ until 48 hours after notification of
early withdrawal is received by the Re-
gional Administrator.

(iv) The Regional Administrator will
furnish a phone number for call-ins
upon request.

(f) Additional NE multispecies call-in
requirements.—(1) Spawning season call-
in. With the exception of vessels issued
a valid Small Vessel category permit,
vessels subject to the spawning season
restriction described in § 648.82 must
notify the Regional Administrator of
the commencement date of their 20-day
period out of the NE multispecies fish-
ery through either the VTS system or
by calling and providing the following
information: Vessel name and permit
number, owner and caller name and
phone number and the commencement
date of the 20-day period.

(2) Gillnet call-in. Vessels subject to
the gillnet restriction described in
§ 648.82(k)(1)(iv) must notify the Re-
gional Administrator of the commence-
ment date of their time out of the NE
multispecies gillnet fishery using the
procedure described in paragraph (f)(1)
of this section.

(3) Cod landing limit call-in. (i) A ves-
sel subject to the cod landing limit re-

striction specified in § 648.86(b)(1)(i),
that has not exceeded the allowable
limit of cod based on the duration of
the trip, must enter port and call-out
of the DAS program no later than 14
DAS after starting a multispecies DAS
trip.

(ii) A vessel subject to the cod land-
ing limit restriction specified in
§ 648.86(b)(1)(i) that exceeds or is ex-
pected to exceed the allowable limit of
cod based on the duration of the trip
must enter port no later than 14 DAS
after starting a multispecies DAS trip
and must report, upon entering port
and before offloading, its hailed weight
of cod under the separate call-in sys-
tem as specified in § 648.86(b)(1)(ii)(B).
Such vessel must remain in port, un-
less for transiting purposes as allowed
in § 648.86(b)(4), until sufficient time
has elapsed to account for and justify
the amount of cod on board in accord-
ance with § 648.86(b)(1)(ii), and may not
begin its next fishing trip until such
time that the vessel has called-out of
the multispecies DAS program to end
its trip.

[61 FR 34968, July 3, 1996, as amended at 62
FR 14647, Mar. 27, 1997; 62 FR 15386, Apr. 1,
1997; 62 FR 51381, Oct. 1, 1997; 63 FR 11593,
Mar. 10, 1998; 63 FR 15329, Mar. 31, 1998; 63 FR
42592, Aug. 10, 1998]

§ 648.11 At-sea sea sampler/observer
coverage.

(a) The Regional Administrator may
request any vessel holding a permit sea
scallop; or NE multispecies; or a mora-
torium permit for summer flounder, or,
as of January 1, 1997, mackerel, squid,
or butterfish, or scup, or as of June 1,
1997, black sea bass fisheries to carry a
NMFS-approved sea sampler/observer.
If requested by the Regional Adminis-
trator to carry an observer or sea sam-
pler, a vessel may not engage in any
fishing operations in the respective
fishery unless an observer or sea sam-
pler is on board, or unless the require-
ment is waived.

(b) If requested by the Regional Ad-
ministrator to carry an observer or sea
sampler, it is the responsibility of the
vessel owner to arrange for and facili-
tate observer or sea sampler place-
ment. Owners of vessels selected for sea
sampler/observer coverage must notify
the appropriate Regional or Science

VerDate 14<DEC>98 07:46 Dec 16, 1998 Jkt 179208 PO 00000 Frm 00224 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\179208T.XXX pfrm07 PsN: 179208T



229

Fishery Conservation and Management § 648.12

and Research Director, as specified by
the Regional Administrator, before
commencing any fishing trip that may
result in the harvest of resources of the
respective fishery. Notification proce-
dures will be specified in selection let-
ters to vessel owners.

(c) The Regional Administrator may
waive the requirement to carry a sea
sampler or observer if the facilities on
a vessel for housing the observer or sea
sampler, or for carrying out observer
or sea sampler functions, are so inad-
equate or unsafe that the health or
safety of the observer or sea sampler,
or the safe operation of the vessel,
would be jeopardized.

(d) An owner or operator of a vessel
on which a NMFS-approved sea sam-
pler/observer is embarked must:

(1) Provide accommodations and food
that are equivalent to those provided
to the crew.

(2) Allow the sea sampler/observer ac-
cess to and use of the vessel’s commu-
nications equipment and personnel
upon request for the transmission and
receipt of messages related to the sea
sampler’s/observer’s duties.

(3) Provide true vessel locations, by
latitude and longitude or loran coordi-
nates, as requested by the observer/sea
sampler, and allow the sea sampler/ob-
server access to and use of the vessel’s
navigation equipment and personnel
upon request to determine the vessel’s
position.

(4) Notify the sea sampler/observer in
a timely fashion of when fishing oper-
ations are to begin and end.

(5) Allow for the embarking and de-
barking of the sea sampler/observer, as
specified by the Regional Adminis-
trator, ensuring that transfers of ob-
servers/sea samplers at sea are accom-
plished in a safe manner, via small
boat or raft, during daylight hours as
weather and sea conditions allow, and
with the agreement of the sea
samplers/ observers involved.

(6) Allow the sea sampler/observer
free and unobstructed access to the
vessel’s bridge, working decks, holding
bins, weight scales, holds, and any
other space used to hold, process,
weigh, or store fish.

(7) Allow the sea sampler/observer to
inspect and copy any the vessel’s log,
communications log, and records asso-

ciated with the catch and distribution
of fish for that trip.

(e) The owner or operator of a vessel
issued a summer flounder moratorium
permit, or as of January 1, 1997, a scup
moratorium permit or, as of June 1,
1997, a black sea bass moratorium per-
mit, if requested by the sea sampler/ob-
server also must:

(1) Notify the sea sampler/observer of
any sea turtles, marine mammals,
summer flounder, scup, or black sea
bass, or other specimens taken by the
vessel.

(2) Provide the sea sampler/observer
with sea turtles, marine mammals,
summer flounder, scup, or black sea
bass, or other specimens taken by the
vessel.

(f) NMFS may accept observer cov-
erage funded by outside sources if:

(1) All coverage conducted by such
observers is determined by NMFS to be
in compliance with NMFS’ observer
guidelines and procedures.

(2) The owner or operator of the ves-
sel complies with all other provisions
of this part.

(3) The observer is approved by the
Regional Administrator.

[61 FR 34968, July 3, 1996, as amended at 61
FR 43425, Aug. 23, 1996; 61 FR 58465, Nov. 15,
1996]

§ 648.12 Experimental fishing.

The Regional Administrator may ex-
empt any person or vessel from the re-
quirements of subparts B (Atlantic
mackerel, squid, and butterfish), D (sea
scallop), E (surf clam and ocean qua-
hog), F (NE multispecies), G (summer
flounder), H (scup), or I (black sea
bass), of this part for the conduct of ex-
perimental fishing beneficial to the
management of the resources or fishery
managed under that subpart. The Re-
gional Administrator shall consult
with the Executive Director of the
Council regarding such exemptions for
the Atlantic mackerel, squid, and
butterfish, the summer flounder, the
scup, and the black sea bass fisheries.

(a) The Regional Administrator may
not grant such an exemption unless he/
she determines that the purpose, de-
sign, and administration of the exemp-
tion is consistent with the manage-
ment objectives of the respective FMP,
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